
2014 Annual Report — Hammock Advisory Committee

March 20, 2015 — Final Report

The Hammock Advisory Committee (HAC) meets concurrently with the Friends of the 
Hammock, Inc. (FotH) every second Monday at 7 PM, at the Dunedin Community Center. 
Lalena Sheets (Parks and Recreation) attends the meetings as our liaison to Dunedin Parks 
and Recreation. Vince Gizzi, Director, attends on occasion as well as other interested persons 
and guests.

Last year, plans were laid by both groups to assist the City prior to the RFPs for a 
Management Plan for the Hammock Park. The management plan was reviewed 
thoroughly by both HAC and FotH. Important topics included the hydrology studies and 
recommendations, the classification and acreage of natural habitats/communities (especially 
the rare plant species), care of the gopher tortoises, controlled burns, invasive species 
treatment, trail maintenance, erosions and security. Several discussions revolved around park 
aesthetics; especially the renewed desire to maintain the Hammock as a natural preserve 
with limited intrusions such as an overabundance of signs.

We are excited to have received the support from the city for this resource so we can begin 
a scientific, systematic approach to the management of the Hammock. The management 
recommendations & approach, habitat restoration plan and suggested actions were 
probably the HAC’s most appreciated parts of the plan.

In addition to the new management plan, HAC was appreciative of the new city ordinance 
plan that passed to help protect the parks. The laws against removing plants was well 
received.

There was considerable concern over the loss of the full-time caretaker and assistant. After 
the initial shock, both groups have taken a wait-and-see attitude. Several issues have come 
up, notably the accumulation of trash. The visit by Pinellas County Sheriff’s Deputy Spencer 
Gross was helpful in that we were able to meet with an official in charge.

The bird banding weekends led by Jim McGinity, Environmental Education Consultant, 
continue to be well received by the public. HAC recommends continued support for 
these efforts as they involve the public and create enthusiasm for the park and it’s groups. 
Attendees are treated to an expert guided tour along Hammock Trails exploring the flora, 
fauna and ecology of the forest in the springtime.



Further informal reports have shown that the orange red Asian Air Potato Leaf Beetle 
(Lilioceris cheni ) introduced to control the destructive invasive air potato plant in 2013 are 
continuing to be very successful. Continuation of this practice is encouraged. It is another 
tool (along with the regularly scheduled potato pick-ups) in our arsenal to combat the 
invasive air potato vines (Dioscorea bulbifera).

The FotH had a great year with the ‘Benchmark’ project being a highly successful fund-
raising project. The remaining benches were reported all sold. Benches in the park are being 
replaced by the Friends of the Hammock with funds are provided by donors who will receive 
a personalized bench for a tax deductible contribution of $1,000. It was a most successful 
program, and FotH worked closely with HAC to ensure they fit the park aesthetic. We agree 
as now all benches match and are expected to outlive the old wooden benches.

A sensitive area near Gopher Tortoise trail was secured with a fence last year, and HAC 
approves of the close monitoring of this, as well as  the gopher tortoises themselves. (Several 
were found dead in 2013.)

The FotH continues to be very active in public outreach and education. These efforts include 
maintaining the public kiosks in the park, maintaining the self-guided walking trails and 
associated trail guides, maintaining and updating the location maps and kiosks, and in 
publishing newsletters in the Spring, Fall & Winter.

We thank the Commission for your continued support.

Sincerely,

Steve Fasnacht 
Chairperson, Hammock Advisory Committee


