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The Hammock Advisory Committee (HAC) meets concurrently with the Friends of the Hammock, Inc. (FotH) 
every second Monday at 7 PM, at the Dunedin Nature Center. Art Finn (Arborist), and Lanie Sheets (Parks and 
Recreation Superintendant) are our liaison to the City and are present at every meeting. Vince Gizzi attends 
semi-regularly, as well as Council-persons and other guests. 

A notable loss to our group last year was the sad loss of longtime Member/Board Member, Martha Donald. 
Martha’s spirit will be sorely missed.  Martha were instrumental in persuading Jim Polgar (President) and his 
wife to join the Friends of the Hammock.

Vivian Grant has relinquished her board position this year.  Vivian has served on the Friends committee since 
its inception 17 years ago.  She has stated that she will continue to attend the monthly Board Meetings.  

In 2011 The Friends of the Hammock reached out to the community through participating in the grand 
opening of Weaver Park, and hosting fund raising events such as the “Butterflies at Sunset” wine tasting, 
and the “Go Native” plant sale. These events served to raise public awareness about Hammock Park. The 
Butterflies at sunset established relationships and support from the Dunedin Local Downtown Merchants 
Association. Along with help from the the Native Plant Society, the “Go Native” plant sale helped promote 
the ecological benefits of utilizing Native plants in our landscaping. Both also raised funds which in part went 
back to the park for tree plantings and signage improvements.

With the help of Member Tim Adams we conducted a yearlong survey of the park’s current butterfly species. 
This monthly count will help re-document the native butterfly listing and when/where during the year they can 
be found.

Friends of the Hammock also replaced the Kiosks on the Michigan Avenue entrance and the Main entrance of 
Skinner Trail.

2012 is shaping up to be a year for Education. We have received proposals for bird and butterfly watching 
tours.  These public events will help show the importance of the native park to the seasonal avian visitors and 
Nectar and Host plants that support the butterfly population.

This year is not without challenges.  The park’s native state is continually under threat from non-native 
species of plants.  We continue to battle the Air Potato, but now have come to learn that several other 
invasive plant species have established themselves in the park.

Art Finn presented a Hammock Management Plan to the HAC at the January meeting, and “Exotic Invasive 
Plant Removal” is item number 1. In the spring a company will be hired to apply herbicides in certain areas 
of the park. Glen Bechtle will also work on plant removal throughout the year, but the job is too much for one 
man. He has other duties to perform as well. 

HAC recognizes the need for public awareness about the invasive plant problem. Information signs 
and efforts to keep these plants under control is this committee’s topmost concern. HAC strongly 
recommends continued support in this endeavor. Funds for herbicides and manpower are of utmost 
importance, as well as the continued volunteer programs coordinated by Art Finn, Lanie Sheets, Glen 
Bechtle and others. 

A Hammock Park Adoption Program has been implemented in addition to the annual round-ups. This 
involves making recycled plastic shopping bags available to visitors at certain kiosks specifically for air-potato 
collection. When full, they can be disposed of in specially marked trash barrels placed throughout the park 
near the areas of heaviest infestation. There has been noticeable progress made on the trails themselves, 
but further back off the paths, the vines are gaining ground. With greater public assistance, eradicating the 
invasive plants will make the daunting task easier.

Thank you for your continued support,

Steve Fasnacht 
Chairperson, Hammock Advisory Committee
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